
Report to the Community 2023

This year could be summed up as Rebuilding Our Future: together! While the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic have blended into the fabric of our lives, the impacts on girls, adults, volunteers, caregivers
and staff can be seen throughout everyday experiences. 
Long term effects of the virus itself, isolation of families and communities, the impacts of shut-downs
and economic downturns are realities we all face. It has been well documented that girls are facing a
mental health crisis of utmost proportions. 

We have a bold vision, here at GSNENY. We aim to eliminate self-doubt in girls forever.
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Yours in Girl Scouting,

Kristen Navarette, M.D., Board Chair and
Brenda Episcopo, Chief Executive Officer

Through the Girl Scout Leadership Experience, delivered by trusted adult volunteers and top-notch
Council programs and camp, we see that girls develop belief in themselves, learn to fail and learn in a
safe environment, and develop key skills that serve them their whole lives through. Girl Scouts is the
best place for this life changing experience: it is safe, girl-focused, girl-led and developed with the
unique needs of girls in the forefront. 

To make this happen, we worked hard this year to recruit and hire the best possible staff, and to make
the volunteer experience simpler. We brought to life Rallyhood- the collaborative platform for
volunteers that was a top voted choice by elected Council delegates at last year’s strategic planning
retreat. And this coming year, will launch a companion resource hub- at their top request. 
Our commitment to providing excellent customer service, support for our volunteers, and most
importantly- the best experience a girl can have - is unwavering. 

We invite you to join us in our mission of building girls of 
courage, confidence, and character, who make the world 
a better place. 



Girl Scout Experience

Girl Scouts of Northeastern New York
(GSNENY) offered 149 programs in MY23,

including:
Career Try It: Plumbing & Steamfitting

I Tried SCUBA
Performance of The Nutcracker

Sisterhood SHEnanigans
Ghoul Scout Archery

Pack ‘n Paddle

Destination: Japan

In May, 16 girls and 8 adults, including
two Council staff, traveled to Japan on a

GSNENY-sponsored Destinations trip.
They spent 10 days, learning more about

the culture with their visits to the
temples and shrines and other cultural

sites. They also enjoyed the trip to Tokyo
Disneyland, the zoo where they were able

to feed the animals, and the high-speed
train for travel.
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Around the Campfire

2023 brought the return of international staff to camp. 
Counselors came from Turkey, Hungary, Ireland, Israel,

England, and Scotland.

New changing stalls, generously built by Regeneron,
made their debut at Camp Is-Sho-Da, affording all

campers privacy and dignity when changing at camp.

A total of 902 Girl Scouts attended camp!



Philanthropy

The Annual Women of Distinction event
honored four outstanding role models from

the GSNENY North Country footprint for their
professional success and community impact. 

 Ignite Her Flame, a virtual fundraiser,
garnered more than $20,000 to support
GSNENY camps and outdoor programs.

Volunteer
Services

In 2023, we provided training for nearly 250
volunteers! Three volunteers completed a Train

the Trainer program, which enables them to
deliver New Leader Training within their

Service Unit. 

During the Annual Volunteer Dinners we were
pleased to recognize many of our loyal

volunteers, including:
Pat Flath for 75 years of membership

Priscilla Altizer for 80 years of membership!



Membership
Achievements

GSNENY ended MY23 at 99% to goal and
achieved 10.3% growth.

The total number of Girl Members
increased by 9.9%, placing our Council

28th in the country for Girl market
share.  

Council welcomed 1,747 new Girl
members (+35.8%) and retained 3,568

Girl Members (+2.2%), placing GSNENY
13th in the country for Girl Retention.

The total number of Adult Members
increased by 11% (3,393), including 871

new Adult Members (+37.4%) and 2,522
Adult Member renewals (+0.8%).

From the Executive Office

The Executive Office leads the strategic and governance work of our Council. 

In MY23, we accomplished a few major highlights: 

An update was made to our bylaws, where we added an Advocacy Committee to our

board, changed the timing of the Annual Meeting, and made it easier for a Service Unit to

keep their delegate and alternate roles filled, to promote engagement in our governance. 

We also attended and took our National Delegates and Alternates to engage in the

governance of our movement at the 56th National Session and Girl Scout Convention. 

Completed the first full year of our strategic plan, with great success in hitting our

performance targets, as seen throughout this report. Council delegates participated in

ranking priorities for this plan in the year prior. This year, we launched Rallyhood: an

online collaboration platform for volunteers, caregivers and Council to collaborate in a

more efficient way- a top voted project by your delegates! 



D
iv

er
sit

y, Equity, and Inclusion

In 2023, 28 Girl Scouts earned the Silver
Award and 14 earned the Gold  Awards.

These Girl Scouts were celebrated during a
joint ceremony on May 21, guest-hosted by
2022 Gold Award Girl Scout Rigel Gordon.

An Honorary Gold Award was presented to
Major General Denise Donnell, the first

woman to command one of the New York
Air National Guard's five flying wings and

one of only five women to attain the rank of
major general in the New York National

Guard. Maj. Gen. Donnell has also served as
a Troop Leader for Girl Scouts of

Northeastern New York. 
Thank you to the following sponsors of the

2023 Silver & Gold Ceremony Brunch:  
John Thomas

Canajoharie NY Moose Lodge #853
Lions Club of Plattsburgh
American Legion Post 219

Carol Felsen
Queensbury Memorial VFW Post 6196 

Nancy C. Sapio MD 

Highest Awards
Highlights

Each Girl Scout Council was provided with one $10,000
scholarship that was to be awarded to a Gold Award Girl

Scout. Isabelle Relyea was the awardee from GSNENY. Her
project was a community garden in Brunswick NY, featuring
raised beds, a compost system, and a greenhouse. The core

purpose was to provide people of all ages with access to
fresh, locally grown produce, while also fostering awareness
about the origins of our food and promoting the significance

of a circular agricultural system, where food is utilized
efficiently throughout its life.

Gold Award Scholarship

The DEI Task Force of GSNENY released the
mission and vision statements for their next

iteration of work:

The Mission: Empowering Girl Scouts to be their
authentic selves, the GSNENY Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Task Force provides leadership

that cultivates belonging throughout the
GSNENY community.   

The Vision: We will be a Girl Scout-led Movement
where all Girl Scouts feel confident and

empowered to create a better world together- no
matter where all Girl Scouts come from, or what

they look like.   

Our priority areas of focus will be to welcome
more Girl Scouts who are Black, Indigenous,

People of Color, and to welcome more Girl Scouts
who are Hispanic and to ensure Girl Scouts is a

safe place for LGBTQ+ folks to belong.   
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Emalyn
2023 Top Cookie Seller



Fiscal Year 2023 Financials

Properties

2023 saw the completion of the Forest Management Plan and the
beginning of forestry work at HIdden Lake Camp. Additionally, the Long Range 

Property Plan was approved by the board of directors. Camp Is-Sho-Da received a new
waterfront deck and changing stalls, as well as renovations to HIlltop Lodge. The outdoor

theater area at Hidden Lake Camp underwent a complete stage renovation, and landscaping at
the main property entrance was updated. At Lake Clear Camp, new docks were installed,

repairs were completed at Weld House and new water heaters were installed in the bath house.
Camp Woodhaven received a new barn roof. Furthermore, parking lot repairs were completed

at the Albany Service Center and Queensbury Service Center. 

Our small but mighty Properties Staff is focused on reconfiguring spaces as needed to provide a
better experience for girls and volunteers. Additionally, 
they facilitated special projects with groups of 
corporate volunteers from Regeneron, Milton Nuclear 
Naval facility, AYCO, and the  Bonodio group. 

Fundraising
$270,903

Administrative
$603,170

Program
$3,094,163

Product Sales, Net
$2,739,138

Merchandise, Net
$76,998

Public Support
$478,495

Investment Income
$144,143

Program Service Fees
$437,205

Expenses Revenue



Silver
Donors of $2,500 to $4,999

Adirondack Foundation
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk
Management Services
Chapel Hill Foundation
GlobalFoundries, Inc.
UBS Financial Services
United Way of the 
   Adirondack Region

Juliette Gordon Low
Society

The Juliette Gordon Low
Society recognizes those who

have made provisions for
GSNENY in their estate plans
or through life income gifts.

Ms. Roberta Alexander
Anonymous (5)
Mary and Jim Buszuwski
Ms. Alexandra De Grandpre
Jennifer M.W. Demarco
The Dianne Belk and 
   Lawrence Calder Girl Scout 
   Movement-wide Planned 
   Giving Challenge
Brenda and Matt Episcopo
The Erik and Eva Anderson 
   Girl Scout Movement-wide 
   Planned Giving Challenge
Donna Rae Gelder Bigelow
Ms. Marilyn Gillespie
Kathleen Godfrey
Susan Gustafson Byrnes
Cindy Hess
Mr. Craig Hilchey
Mrs. Lynn Hilchey
Ms. Carol Hyde
Sue and Robert Larsen
Alaina McCreary
Jill Rafferty-Weinisch
Ms. Chandler M. Ralph and 
   Mr. David K. Aldrich
Roo
Sanford and Martha 
   Searleman
Joann Tiemann
Mrs. Valerie Trudeau
Diane White
Chancey Ann Young
and 12 donors who have 
   fulfilled their planned gift.

Pearl
Donors of $10,000 & Above

Anonymous
Gloria & Lori Noto
Debra Weiser

Bronze
Donors of $1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous (2)
Bank of Greene County
Charitable Foundation
Benevity Community Impact
Fund
Mary and Jim Buszuwski
Community Resource Federal
Credit Union
Susan Delehanty
Dodge & Cox Funds
Fenimore Asset Management,
Inc
Franklin County Youth
Bureau
Goldman Sachs Ayco Personal
Financial Management
Greene County Youth Bureau
Groove Phi Groove Social
Fellowship Incorporated
Ironman Foundation, Inc.
Nicole Kelton
Jennifer Mahar
Megan and Ken McGivney
Monaghan Medical
Corporation
Ms. Chandler M. Ralph and
Mr. David K. Aldrich
Sandy Hill Foundation
David S. & Janet R. Sheridan
Foundation
Town Fair Tire Foundation,
Inc.
Town of Clifton Park -
Community Action Fund
Troop 1692
Troop 3039
UFirst Federal Credit Union
United Way of the Greater
Capital Region - SEFA
WGY Radio 810

Gold
Donors of $5,000 to $9,999

NBT Bank
Donna Rae Gelder Bigelow
April Dalbec
GSUSA
LPL Financial
John & Elizabeth Prybylowski
Stewart’s Foundation



Friends
Donors up to $999

Anonymous (20)
Adirondack Foundation
Jaidyn Alderson
Alexander Orthodontics
Amanda & Craig Allen
Erin Almy
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Legion Post 219
America's Mattress
Amsterdam Rotary Club
Marilyn & Daniel Andrews
Amber Arnold
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk
Management Services
Beth Ashline
Carol Asiello
Genie Babb
Paula Bachman
Karen & Neal Baillargeon
John & Rosemarie Bailo
Aurelia Ball
Ballston Spa National Bank
Bank of Greene County
Charitable Foundation
Ashley Barnaby
Donna Bell
Amanda Belzile
Benevity Community Impact
Fund
Diane Bengtson-Kilbourn &
Scott Kilbourn
Theresa & Mark Bennett
Bethlehem Memorial VFW
Post 3185
Tahnee Bickerton
Cecia Bicknell
Bonnie Black
Monica Bliss
Barbara Blumberg
Travis Bogdan
Daniel & Sybil Boldi

Friends

Richard & Melody Bonilla
Jennifer & Alan Booth
Boothe Family Trust
Carol Borthwick
Kristen Boundy
Linda Bourgeois
Deborah & Steven Bouvia
Deborah Boyce
Stephen & Barbara Brabetz
Brennan Buick GMC
Eva Briggs
Gina Brightwell
Kat Brockschmidt
William A. Bronk
Angela Brown
Mary Brown & Dianne Tkach
Clifford & Jean Bruce
Charlotte Buchanan
Sally Jean Bunk
Erin Cade
Christa Campbell
Dana Cann
David & Theresa Capobianco
Nancy Carlin
Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Beth Cash
Ashley Castellana

Friends

Sherry Lee Cavallaro
Harriet Cederstrom
Champlain National Bank
Champlain Valley Business
and Professional Women
Felice Chandonet
Chapel Hill Foundation
Glen & Malinda Bergamini
Chapman
Andre Chauvin
Michelle Chui
Dr. Nancy J. Church
Shirley & Phil Clark
Irene & Brian Clements
Clynk To Give
Shirley Coffey
Gina Collazo
Danielle Collins
Kristin Collins
Deborah & David Colver
Matthew Colver
Combined Federal Campaign
of Northern New England
Susan Commanda
Community Bank, NA
Community Foundation for
the Greater Capital Region
Community Resource Federal
Credit Union
Robin Conner
Madeleine Consler
Susan & Palen Conway
Lauren & Bradley Currie
April Dalbec
Sandra Daly
Barbara Dangman & Joseph
Gerberg
Dannemora Federal Credit
Union
David S. & Janet R. Sheridan
Foundation
Jacqueline Davis



Friends

L. Berkley & Katharine H.
Davis
Patricia Decker
Terrance & Pamela Degeyter
Susan Delehanty
Wendy & John Delehanty
Carol DelGrosso
Susan DePaula
Elizabeth Derouin
Christopher Deschamps
Julia Devine
Wendy & Crick Diefendorf
Kara Diem
Karen & Craig Dispo-De Boos
Diane Dispo-Klein & Aaron
Klein
Dodge & Cox Funds
Ellen Donovan
Carrie Dooley
Gert Doriot
Susan Dubois
Victoria Duley
Heather & Eric Durr
Barbara Edwardsen
Elks Lodge Glens Falls #81
BPOE
Brenda & Matt Episcopo
Jocelyne Erkenbeck
Maja Fedorowicz
Carol Felsen
Fenimore Asset Management,
Inc
Fidelity Brokerage Services
LLC
Patricia Flath
Kaitlyn Foley
Paula Follett-Murphy &
Robert Murphy
Katie Fontaine
Franklin County Youth
Bureau
Gail & Elliot Friedman

Friends

Jillian & Christopher Gale
Theresa Galusha
Alan & Liz Gee
Marjorie Geiger
Christine Gibson
Louis Gifford
Anita Glennon
GlobalFoundries, Inc.
Judith Goetke
Goldman Sachs Ayco Personal
Financial Management
Penny & William Gould
Fay Graham
Simone Graham
Nancy Granger
Selica Grant
Victoria Gray
Greene County Youth Bureau
Groove Phi Groove Social
Fellowship Incorporated
Daniel & Sharon Grygas
GSUSA
Barbara Guerin
Guilderland Elks 2480 Inc.
Kerry & William Haley
Heidi Hamburger
Lamiaa Hamed M Aly

Friends

Hamilton Family
Hannaford
Donna & Timothy Hanrahan
Dianne & Alan Hart
John Hawn
Allison Heard
Alisa & Donald Henderson
Dr. Carla Hernas
Hershberg & Hershberg
Lori and Vince Herzing
Jane Fulton Hess
Mrs. Cindy Hess
Analine Hicks
Nikki Hilchey
Ms. Donna Hillebrandt
Stacey Hillman
Tina & Robert Hilton
Ferne Horn
Kit & Alan Huggard
Kimberly Hunt
Tiffany Hurley
Nancy Huss
Carol Hyde & Sanjay Correa
Kim Irland
Geri Jaeger-Bradley & Patrick
Bradley
Margaret Janes
Betheny Jennings
Valerie & Elton Jodoin
David Johnson
Friends of Billy Jones
Jennifer Jones-Ruffing
Marian & Guy Juneau
Geri Kaplandowns
Richard & Susan Kelley
Renee Isgro Kelly & Mark
Kelly
Nicole Kelton
Stephanie Kempf
Sara Kenna
Kasey Kirk
Kiwanis Club of Plattsburgh-
Noon



Friends

Dedra & James Kneeshaw
Jessica & Jarad Kogut
Toni & Richard Koweek
Paul & Patricia Krekeler
George Kuhn
Joan Lapham
Nicole Laurin
LayerEight
League of Women Voters of
the North Country
Cheryl Learned
Meena Lee
Richard & Martha Leggett
Jamie Lemiszki
Catherine & Bradley Lewis
Betsie Lind
Renee Lindo
Plattsburgh Lions Club
Pavlina Lobb
Long Run Wealth Advisors
Robert & Sylvia Loomis
Loyal Order of the Moose
#1185
Canajoharie NY Moose Lodge
853
LPL Financial
Jennifer Mahar
Kaitlin Maio
Jemayel Mall
David Mallach
Jordanna Mallach
Sharon Maneri
Julie Marino
Vicki Marking
Kimberlee Marshall
Marshall & Sterling Employee
Benefits
Elizabeth Mastrianni
Laurie Matula
Maynard D. Baker Funeral
Home
Jessica McCafferty

Friends

Tess McCaffrey
Alaina McCreary
Eileen McDonnell
Megan and Ken McGivney
Louise McNeilly & Kathleen
McDonough
McSweeney Orthodontics
Nicole Meacham
Karen & William Merrill
Meta
Thomas & Betsy Metz
Middleburgh Telephone
Company
Marina Migliore
Julia Miller
Kristy Miller
Robert Miller & Jo-Ann
Lubinski
Lee Mitchell
Monaghan Medical
Corporation
Courtney Moore
Robert & Phyllis Mooso
Paulette Morgan
Mountain Valley Federal
Credit Union
Christopher Murphy

Friends

Jane & Donald Murphy
Dr. Judith Mysliborski
Janet Nardolillo
Kristen & Ray Navarette
New York City/Long Island
SEFA
Joyce Nichols
Johannah Nikula
Miles Nolan
Susan & J. Kevin Norris
North County Women United
PAC
The Northeast Group and
MHAB
Northern Insuring Agency,
Inc.
Gloria and Lori Noto
Old Saratoga Associates LLC
Ruth Olmsted
Carolyn Olsen & David Ellison
Nancy Olsen
Patricia O'Neil
Mary O'Neill
Patti & Peter Paine Jr.
Mary Pape
Maxine Parshall
Meg Pearson
Jeremy Blain
Plattsburgh College
Foundation
Price Chopper's Golub
Foundation
Deb & Jermaine Privott
Dorothy Prouty
Queensbury Memorial VFW
Post 6196
Jill Rafferty-Weinisch
Agnes Rapoli
Dr. Valerie Rapson
Stephanie Ratcliffe & Peter
Shrope
Donald A. Liebers & Ann M.
Reilly
Danielle Ricard



Friends

Kristy Riccio
Nicole Stafford
Cynthia & Hector Rivera
Roo
Rogers-Carroll Family
Foundation
Kathryn & Richard Rose
Neil Rosenstrauch
Robert & Pat Roslund
Anthony & Kathy Rossello
Rotary Club of Scotia
Sara & Bill Rowden
Carl Rueckert
Sherri & Steve Ruggles
Daniel Ryan
Elizabeth Ryan
Alice Sample
Sandy Hill Foundation
Lu-Ann & Gordon Santor
Tina Santor
Dr. Nancy Sapio & David
Taffany
Linda Scatton
Fran and Stephen Schiff
Laura Schultz
Linda Griffin & Freling Smith
Smith Family Charitable Fund
Catherine & Richard Scoons
Marcy & Edward Van Zandt
Mary Senger
Senior Citizens Council of
Clinton County
Will Seyse
Mary Sieder
Lois Siegel
Melanie Sleime
Joanne Snell
Stafford, Owens, Murnane,
Kelleher, Miller, Myer &
Zedick, PLLC
Janet & John Steele
Hon. Leslie Stein

Friends

Donna Stiglmeier
Angela Stocksett
Katherine Storms
Jill A. Stott
Kenneth Stulmaker
Christine Stuto
Dean Sullivan
SUNY Plattsburgh

Friends

Pamela Susice
Heather Svare
Cynthia Swadba & Joyce
Elliott
Amy Kauffman Sweeney
Dorothy Taylor
Charles Thomas
John Thomas
Kiera & William Thompson
Mary Thompson
Sarah Tillman
Grace Toledo
Katharine Tomasi
Hon. Paul Tonko
Jacquiline & Riza Touba
Troop 2505
UBS Financial Services
Lynn Valenti
Alison VanDerVolgen
Elizabeth Vicencio
Patrick Walsh
Watervliet-Colonie Elks
Lodge #1500
Gary & Cathy Weaver
Wendy Weeden & Rose Porter
Mary Welch
Anne Whydra
Karen & Bruce Williamson
Joanne Wolcott
Elizabeth Woods
Sarah Wright
Ayuko Yamada
Robert Youmans
Chancey Ann Young
YourCause, LLC Trustee for
ABM Industries Inc.
Bob & Anne Yunick
Chunnan Zhang
Zonta Club of Glens Falls
Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Schwab Charitable Fund

Gifts in Memory of

Carolyn Ann "Betsy" Forkas
Marion L. Foster
Linda R. Hershberg
Jo Anne Moore
Doris Whalen

Gift in Honor of

Camille Reilly



Gifts In Kind

9 Maple Avenue Jazz Club
Adirondack Architectural
Heritage
Adirondack Experience, The
Museum on Blue Mountain
Lake
Adirondack Life Magazine
Albany Symphony
Anonymous
Ausable Chasm
Boozy Moo! Ice Cream
Ellen Bouchard
Laura and Ken Brittain
Bromley Mountain Resort
Capital Repertory Theatre
Champlain Valley Electric
Supply Co., Inc.
Dannemora Ford, Inc.
Depot Theatre
Duck Donuts
Ernest Turner Memorial
Fund, Inc.
Joan Flannagan
The Haley Farm
Hand and Stone Massage &
Facial Spa
High Falls Gorge
Hoffman Development
Corporation

Gifts In Kind

Jiminy Peak Mountain
Resort 
Mabey's Moving & Storage 
Mac-Haydn Theatre
Jonathon and Nancy Moore
Mountain Lake PBS 
Mallory O'Reilly 
Payson & Stoughton
Jewelers 
Kathleen and Franklin
Pearce 
Pendragon Theatre 
Plattsburgh YMCA 
Proctors Collaborative 
Regal Cinema 
The Sagamore Resort 
Santa's Workshop 
Saratoga Performing Arts
Center 
Shakespeare & Company
Steven A. Smith, Jr. 
Spa Mirbeau 
Steven Anderson 
Strand Center for the Arts
Top Of The Rock 
Tri-City Valley Cats 
Valley Vending 
The Wild Center

Thank you for supporting the Girl Scout mission:
building girls of courage, confidence, and character,

who make the world a better place!
If you prefer to be listed differently, contact us at 518-489-8110 or

Give2GirlScouts@girlscoutsneny.org

Queensbury Service Center
213 Meadowbrook Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

518.792.0947

Albany Service Center
8 Mountain View Avenue

Albany, NY 12205
518.489.8110

Plattsburgh Service Center
13 Latour Avenue, Suite 110

Platsburgh, NY 12901
518.563.1560


